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NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, Nov. 14, at noon; the President, Hon. E. C. Win- 
THROP, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts; the American Anti-slavery Society; 
Mr. William S. Appleton ; Mr. George Arnold ; Eev. 
Caleb D. Bradlee ; John H. BufFord, Esq. ; George 
Clasback, Esq. ; Samuel Eliot, A. M. ; Joseph Foster, 
Esq. ; Lieutenant James M. Gilliss, United-States Navy; 
B. P. Johnson, Esq. ; S. C. Newman, Esq. ; C. B. Rich- 
ardson, Esq. ; J. Wingate Thornton, Esq. ; S. B. Weld, 
Esq. ; the Proprietors of the " New- York Illustrated 
News ; " and from Messrs. Everett, Gray (H., jun.), 
Green, Hedge, Longfellow, Lothrop, Metcalf, Parker, 
Robbins (C), Webb, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The President read letters from A. T. Goodman, Esq., 
of Cleveland, O. ; and Rev. C. H. Brigham of Taunton, 
Mass., — the former presenting a medal, struck to com- 
memorate the meeting of the Emperors of Russia and 
Austria at Leipsic, October, 1813 ; and the latter, a pho- 
tographic copy of a military warrant, dated November, 
1774. Voted, That the thanks of the Society be present- 
ed to both these gentlemen for their acceptable gifts, 

Leonard Woods, D.D., President of Bowdoin College, 
was elected a Corresponding Member. 

The Recording Secretary announced the decease of 
General William H. Sumner, a Resident Member of the 
Society ; and, after brief and appropriate remarks upon 
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the public services of the deceased, offered the follow- 
ing vote, which was adopted ; viz. : — 

Voted, That Rev. Alonzo H. Quint be requested to 
prepare, according to the usage of the Society, a Me- 
moir of General Sumner for a future volume of Pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. E.0BBINS (C.) communicated the following origi- 
nal letter from John Adams, which he had found in 
the midst of a file of letters from Aaron Burr to 
Hon. William Eustis, deposited in the "■ Society's li- 
brary several years ago. He stated that the letters of 
Burr in this collection were not particularly valuable. 
They had been examined at the time when they were 
deposited, and most of them were read ; but, as they 
were found to relate chiefly to matters of a private 
nature, the file, which purported to contain only the 
letters of Burr himself, was placed in one of the cabi- 
nets appropriated to manuscripts. Having had occasion 
recently to refer to this correspondence, he had acci- 
dentally discovered the letter which he now laid before 
the Society. 

QuiNCT, May, 1792. 

Dbak Sir, — The first thing I have to communicate to yoi* must 
be an explanation of the date of my letter. The Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, last winter, upon a petition of the North Parish in Brain- 
tree, separated it from the rest of the town, erected it into a new one, 
and^ave it the name of Quincy. By this measure, you see they 
have deprived me of my title of " Duke of Braintree," and made it 
necessary that my friends should write me in future as an inhabitant 
of Quincy. So much for this. 

Something that interests me much more is your interesting letter 
of the 12th of this month. 

I should have been happy to have seen Mr. Pinckney before his 
departure, but more from individual curiosity than any opinion that 
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I could have given him any information of importance to him. If 
he has the talent of searching hearts, he will not be long at a loss ; 
if he has not, no information of mine could give it him. The Duke 
of Leeds once inquired very kindly after his classmates at Westmin- 
ster School, — the two Mr. Pinckneys ; which induces me to conclude 
that our new ambassador has many powerful old friends in England. 
Whether this is a recommendation of him for the office or not, I 
have other reasons to believe that his family have had their eyes 
fixed on the embassy to St. James for many years, even before I was 
sent there ; and that they contributed to limit the duration of my 
commission to three years, in order to make way for themselves to 
succeed me. I wish they may find as much honor and pleasure in it 
as they expected, and that the public may derive from it dignity and 
utility ; but knowing, as I do, the long intrigue, and suspecting, as 
I do, much British influence in the appointment, were I in any exe- 
cutive department, I should take the liberty to keep a vigilant eye 
upon them. 

Accept of my thanks for your reflections on the state of the 
Union, which I have read with all the pleasure which the intelli- 
gence, information, accuracy, and elegance of the remarks on Lord 
Sheffield inspired. 

There is one secret which you must be careful to keep. Manu- 
factures must have good government. They cannot exist where 
they are without it ; much less can they be introduced where they 
are not : but a great part of the people of America appear to be so 
determined to have no government at all, that, if you let them know 
the whole truth, you will excite an unmanageable party against ma- 
nufactures. Manufactures cannot live, much less thrive, without 
honor, fidelity, punctuality, — public and private, — a sacred respect 
to property, and the moral obligation of promises and contracts, — 
virtues and habits which never did and never will prevail generally, 
in any populous nation, without a decisive, as well as intelligent and 
honest, government. The science of political economy is but a late 
study, and is not yet generally understood among us. Though I 
have read most of the authors of reputation on the subject, both 
among the French and English, I pretend not to have digested any 
thing relative to it with the precision of a master ; but, to me, it 
appears that the general interest of agriculture in particular, as well 
as of the nation in general, will be promoted by a discreet and judi- 
cious encouragement of manufactures, and that it is only the land- 
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jobber who can be benefited in the rapid rise of his monopoly, by 
drawing every laboring hand into the wilderness to fell trees. 

The continual accessions of foreigners will endanger and destroy 
our peace, if we know not how to govern them. They will, more- 
over, corrupt our elections, and tear us to pieces. Sufficient to the 
day, however, is its own evil ; and, in that day and hour, it always 
has been, and I doubt not always will be, given us to provide against 
its dangers. 

Remember me affectionately to all friends, and believe me to be 
faithfully yours, John Adams. 

Mr. CoxE. 

Mr. Norton presented a very valuable collection of 
letters from Thomas and Richard Penn, proprietaries 
of Pennsylvania, to their agent in Philadelphia, Mr. 
Richard Peters, dated from 1750 to 1758. The origi- 
nals, — these being duplicates, — with others of the 
same correspondence, are in the possession of Mr. John 
W. Field, of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Norton also read, and presented to the Society, 
the following letter from John Adams to Hon. Richard 
Peters, referring in flattering terms to the Collections of 
this Society : — 

QuiNCT, April 2, 1822. 
Dear Sir, — If you have brought upon yourself the garrulity of 
old age, you must blame yourself for it. Theophrastus, at ninety as 
some say, and at a hundred and fifteen as others, in his last moments 
is recorded to have said, it was hard to go out of the world when 
he had just learned to live in it. I am so far from his temper and 
his philosophy, that I think myself so well-drilled and disciplined a 
soldier as to be willing to obey the word of command, whenever it 
shall come out in general or particular orders. Nevertheless, your 
letter has excited feelings somewhat like his. I agree with you in 
your recollections of the sufferings, the sacrifices, the dangers, dis- 
tresses, and the disinterested character, of the principal actors in the 
Revolution ; but I have lately plunged into a new sea of reading. 
The Collections of our Massachusetts Historical Society have lately 



1861.] LETTER OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 313 

attracted my attention ; and, though I am too blind to read them, I 
have put in requisition sons and daughters, nephews, grandsons, and 
grand-daughters, and other occasional friends, to perform the office of 
reader. In this .way, I have heard read Hubbard's " History of New 
England;" Johnson's "Wonder-working Providence;" Morton's 
" Memorial ; " the original writings of Winslow, Bradford, Gookin, 
Elliot, and twenty others, — the most ancient memorials of emi- 
grations to America. All the superstitions, fanaticism, quaintness, 
cant, barbarous poetry, and uncouthness of style, have not prevented 
this reading exciting in me as ardent interest as I ever felt in read- 
ing Homer, Virgil, Milton, Pope, or Shakspeare. 

Silence, then, ye Revolutionary heroes, patriots, and sages ! 
Never boast of your superiority for services or sufferings or sacri- 
fices. Our Hancocks and Washingtons never exceeded in disinterest- 
edness dozens of emigrants to America two hundred years ago. In 
short, the whole history of America for two hundred years appears 
to me to exhibit an uniform general tenor of character for intelli- 
gence, integrity, patience, fortitude, and public spirit. One genera- 
tion has little pretensions for boasting over another. 

I wiU add one other extraordinary. I have heard read the 
proceedings of the New- York Convention. They have been enter- 
taining to me as a romance. The gentlemen have sagaciously and 
profoundly searched their own and one another's hearts, and very 
frankly, candidly, and penitentially confessed their sins to one an- 
other, like good Christians. A great number of enlightened men 
have distinguished themselves by their information and by their elo- 
quence. The new Constitution is an improvement, upon the whole, 
upon the old ; though a tendency to the extreme of democracy is 
apparent in that State, as in all the others in the Union. 

If I have wearied your patience, I shall endeavor to be shorter 

for the future. 

I am, sir, and will be, your friend for ever, 

John Adams. 
Hon. Richard Peters, Belmont. 

Mr. Savage communicated, as a gift to the Society 
from Rev. Dr. Komeo Elton, the following transcript of 
a letter of the Protector Cromwell, on the care which 
should be exercised in selecting proper juries, addressed 

40 
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to the justices of the peace for the county of De- 
von: — 

Whitehall, 29th January, 1655. 
SiK, — It hath been a very great complaint, that the course of law 
and justice hath been much liable to be perverted, by the way that is 
generally held by deputy-sheriflfs in the choice of juries, the reforma- 
tion whereof I have been much pressed to endeavor ; and, in order 
to it, care hath been taken that so great a trust as that of the high- 
sheriff be deposited in the hands of men of integrity and confidence. 
Yet, lest that alone might not be sufficient, through failure in the 
deputy-sheriff, to prevent the danger and inconveniences which all 
men who have recourse to law lie exposed to in that which may be 
of nearest concernment unto them ; and having understood that 
some of the judges, for a remedy of these evils, have, as occasion 
hath been offered, caused a review of the books of freeholders, out 
of which persons have been returned by some of the justices of the 
peace of the most unquestioned integrities, — I have thought it requi- 
site that a course like to that be recommended to be practised in other 
places ; and, for that purpose, have judged it fit to write this to you. 
If, therefore, the justices of the peace, especially such of them as are 
best spirited for the work, name some of the freeholders of the 
clearest integrity and prudence, of honest and blameless conversation, 
which, for their number, may be proportioned for the business of the 
county to which they [are] related, to serve upon juries for the year 
next ensuing, both between party and party, and in cases criminal, 
and offer the names so agreed upon to the sheriff of the county, I 
doubt not but that they would be found willing to receive kindly such 
an assistance ; I having written to them to require their special care in 
their choice of juries this year, that an attempt may be once made of 
a reformation of the evils of this nature, so greatly complained of: 
and this, I hope, will be done (as it is already in many counties) by 
your influence, without either distasting the weaker, or giving advan- 
tage to the wilful and froward, by appearing in it. And whereas 
the course hitherto hath been, that as soon as the under-sheriff hath 
made the return of the panel upon venire facias, that the same 
hath been delivered to the attorney to make a distringas before the 
trial, by reason whereof the names of the persons to serve on the re- 
spective trials are known beforehand ; from whence opportunity is 
given, and frequently taken, of application to each one of the jury 
to pre-engage them on the one side or the other ; which seldom fails, 
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in any cause whatsover, to the insnaring or amusing of the weak, 
and the tempting the avarice of the more subtle, who lie in wait for 
their own advantage upon such like opportunities, — whereby justice 
is often perverted, the innocent wronged, and the wrong-doer prevails 
and escapes : for the preventing the evil consequences therein, I 
must put this further trouble upon you, that if it shall appear in any 
of those counties to which you have relation, that application hath 
been made to any juryman, in any case whatsoever (wherein your 
vigilancy, and the vigilance of all your kind friends, is desired), that 
notice thereof be given to the judge, or judges, that ride the circuit 
or sit in the courts wherein such miscarriages may happen, who shall 
have particular instructions to pursue the remedies the law hath pro- 
vided in such cases, and not to suffer any such person to serve on a 
jury who hath been solicited in any business that lies before him, and 
hath not revealed the same. — Your loving friend, 

(Signed) Olivbe, P. 

The original is preserved among the records of the Savery Fa- 
mily, of the county of Devon ; and is superscribed, " The Lord 
Protector's Letter to General Lilburne." The above is a true copy, 
examined by me. Romeo Elton, D.D., 

Laie Professor in Brown University, Rhode Island. 

Exeter, Eng., Aug. 20, 1861. 

The President alluded to the recent death of Mr. 
Samuel Yendell, supposed to have been the oldest in- 
habitant of Boston, who was carpenter of the good ship 
" Columbia," signalized by its connection with the disco- 
very of the Columbia River. It was generally under- 
stood, he said, that Mr. Yendell had in his possession 
some memorials of the voyage of the " Columbia," or 
other reHcs, which might be valuable to the Society's 
cabinet ; and he therefore proposed, with the consent of 
the meeting, that Hon. William Sturgis be a Committee 
to ascertain whether any such articles were left by Mr. 
Yendell, and, if so, to take such steps as he may think 
proper to secure them for our archives. 
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The President then addressed the meeting as follows : 

The rules of our Society, gentlemen, require that the no- 
minations of members, whether Eesident, Corresponding, or 
Honorary, shall be laid over to the meeting next after that on 
which they are made, and shall then be the subject of ballot. 
There is, however, a general parliamentary law, that all such 
rules may be dispensed with, on extraordinary occasions, by 
unanimous consent. I am instructed by the Standing Com- 
mittee to ask this unanimous consent to-day for placing upon 
our Honorary roll, without the delay of a previous nomina- 
tion or the formalities of a ballot, a name which cannot fail 
to approve itself to every true-hearted American at this mo- 
ment, as pre-eminently entitled to the highest honors which a 
grateful people can bestow. 

It is not a name, indeed, which has been distinguished, as 
most of those on our Honorary rolls have been, by the writing 
of history ; but it is the name of one whose long and splendid 
career has been employed in making history for others to 
write. It is a name which is a history in itself, and which 
is destined to occupy a distinguished place in the account of 
almost every important epoch in our public affairs, during 
the more than half a century since it was first inscribed on 
the annals of American heroism. 

It is a name around which were clustered not a few of the 
earliest and brightest laurels of the war of 1812 ; which ac- 
quired fresh lustre during more than one of our unhappy 
contentions with the Indian tribes; and which attained, as 
was then thought, both at home and abroad, the loftiest mili- 
tary renown which could ever be within its reach, in the 
brilliant campaigns which terminated in the occupation of 
the Mexican capital. 

It is a name which has identified itself with even more 
enviable triumphs in the successful conduct of negotiations, 
by which war has more than once been avei'ted on our north- 
eastern or north-western boundary. 
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It is a name which has ever been associated with private 
virtues ; with a spirit of Christian moderation and humanity ; 
and with a scrupulous regard for the subordination of the 
military to the civil authority. 

But, above all, it is a name peculiarly endeared to us at 
this hour as the very synonyme of loyalty and patriotism, and 
which has been a tower of strength to the people of the 
United States during a period of the greatest national diffi- 
culty and danger. 

It is the name of one who has been found faithful among 
the faithless ; who, born in a Southern State, and bound to it 
by so many ties of fortune, family, and friends, has not hesi- 
tated for an instant to recognize his paramount allegiance to 
the Government of the whole country ; who has exhibited an 
example of unswerving fidelity to the Constitution and the 
Union ; and to whose vigilant and devoted eflforts we owe it, 
by God's blessing, that the flag of our fathers still floats on 
the dome of the Capitol. 

I forbear to dwell longer on the claims of this name to our 
respect and reverence. The motion which I am about to 
submit, in behalf of the Standing Committee, will be seconded 
by one of their number, who has a peculiar right to speak on 
the subject, and who was himself a witness, and much more 
than a witness, in the lead of a gallant Massachusetts regi- 
ment, to some of the earliest triumphs with which the illustri- 
ous name of his old friend and fellow-soldier is associated. 

I hasten, therefore, to make way for him, by ofiering the 
following Resolution : — 



Besolved, That, for the purpose of testifying our admiration and 
gratitude for a great historical career which has been brought to a 
close within a few days past, — happily not by death, but by a volun- 
tary and noble withdrawal from duties which age and infirmities had 
rendered him unable to discharge, — the roll of our Honorary Mem- 
bers be decorated with the name of Winfield Scott. 
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Colonel Thomas Aspinwall, to whom allusion had 
been made by the President, in seconding the Resolu- 
tion, remarked substantially as follows : — 

Sir, — I second the motion with all my heart. Having 
served, as mentioned by you, with General Scott in the earlier 
period of his military career, I share in the love and respect 
felt for him by all his companions in arms. 

In any ordinary case, I should be unwilling to set aside a 
standing regulation which is well adapted to secure our Society 
from the admission of improper members ; but the reason on 
which the rule is founded does not apply to the present occar 
sion. We are now just as competent to decide upon the pro- 
posal to pay a tribute of respect to our illustrious candidate as 
we should be if we added a month to the half-century in which 
his great merits and services have been before the eyes of 
the nation. To defer our intended compliment would rob it 
of half its grace and value. Bis dot, qui cito dot, is quite as 
applicable to matters of courtesy as to those of charity. It 
is not to our credit that this expression of our respect was 
not given long ago : it wiU be still less so if we now post- 
pone it. 

There • is no citizen of our country better entitled than 
General Scott to every mark of our respect, and, I may add, 
of our gratitude ; for no one has rendered so many and so 
important services to the nation. His gallantry and skill as a 
commander have often extorted praise from his adversaries, 
and expressions of admiration from the great captains of the 
age. In the most difficult negotiations, as a pacificator, he 
has never failed of success. He has repeatedly saved his 
country from intestine and foreign wars ; and, had his counsels 
been followed a year ago, we should have been spared most, 
if not all, of the evils of the present unnatural conflict. 

But, sir, the hour is late ; and as you have already fur- 
nished us, in your preliminary remarks, with so able and 
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complete an exposition of the character and history of Gene- 
ral Scott, I feel that it will be best that I should refrain from 
entering into details, and conclude with merely seconding the 
Resolution. 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted ; the mem- 
bers rising when the vote was taken. 



DECEMBER MEETING, 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, Dec. 12, at noon ; the President, Hon. Robert C. 
WiNTHROP, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the Chicago Histori- 
cal Society ; the Mercantile-Library Association of New 
York ; the Essex Institute ; the Trustees of the Library 
of the State of New York ; the Publishers of the 
" Farmer and -Gardener ; " Count Adolphe de Circourt ; 
Mr. N. Broughton, jun. ; Mr. Edward Holden ; B. P. 
Johnson, Esq. ; James Lenox, Esq. ; Mr. George F. 
Stevens; and from Messrs. Green, Metcalf, Robbins 
(C), Sibley, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

Mr. Lincoln (S.), Chairman of one of the Publishing 
Committees, having laid upon the table a new volume of 
the Society's Collections, containing the Hinckley Papers, 
and the second part of Niles's " History of the Indian 
War," it was voted, That the thanks of the Society be 
presented to Hon. Solomon Lincoln and the gentlemen 
associated with him in the preparation of this volume. 



